
BURNEY FIRE DISTRICT
Burney Fire Protection District



BURNEY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
IS A SPECIAL DISTRICT 

We are a local Government entity with an elected Board 
of Directors (Volunteer members of our community)

We are separate from the County, and we have control 
over our budget

We are separate from CAL FIRE and other County 
Volunteer Companies

Our revenue comes from property taxes 52%, 
ambulance service 46%



BURNEY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
SERVES BURNEY & JOHNSON PARK

We provide ambulance transport services for medical 
emergencies 

We provide fire response and protection for Burney 
and Johnson Park residents as well as mutual aid 
services to Burney Forest Power, Pit River Tribal Lands, 
USDA Forest Service, and CALFIRE

We provide community education through CPR 
classes, fire safety drills, health fairs,  and career day 
events

 Other services include fire inspections, building plan 
reviews, and live scans



HOW IS THE DISTRICT STAFFED
TODAY?

The district is staffed by volunteers and 2 part-time 
administrative staff.  

Our 9 volunteers include:

 Interim Fire Chief - 1

 Captain - 3

 Firefighters/EMTs - 5



HOW IS THE DISTRICT FUNDED?

The District receives Property Tax allocation from local 
residents, and businesses.
Because of the passage of Proposition 13 in 1978, allocations for public 
agencies were recalculated to be “the average amount of property tax 
revenue” and agency received “in the three fiscal years.”
 The maximum amount of any ad valorem tax on real property shall 

not exceed one percent (1%) of the full cash value of such property

  The proposition 13 decreased property taxes by assessing values at 
their 1976 value 

 It prohibits reassessment of a new base year value except in cases of 
(a) change in ownership, or (b) completion of new construction



BFPD receives .1744% for every 
dollar paid to the County.

2,456.10 x .001744 = $4.28





The District also receives revenues from Ambulance 
Transport.

 The District receives approximately 2/3 of the amount 
billed for transport services , which falls far below the 
operating cost of the service provided.

 The Ambulance Transport service is funded by payments 
received from the patient or patient’s insurance carrier, 
and most times are only collected through a contracted 
agency for a %.  Rates are also discounted as a substantial 
portion of our citizens are covered under Medicare or 
Medi-Cal.



YEAR TO DATE AS OF JULY 2024

Charges Discounted  $231,849



CURRENT PAYER MIX FOR 
AMBULANCE BILLING

MEDICARE 32.02%

MEDI-CAL 60.15%

INSURANCE 7.08%
PRIVATE .75%

For every dollar billed: 
We receive about $0.60 cents 



ARE FIRE AND AMBULANCE SERVICES 
PROVIDED BY THE BURNEY FIRE PROTECTION 
DISTRICT IMPORTANT TO YOU?

 The question becomes one of priority for the citizens of 
the District (Burney & Johnson Park). The current 
operations cannot be sustained for lack of fiscal resources 
to support the District’s operations. There are insufficient 
fiscal resources to provide required staff and maintain 
apparatus as defined by regulation and National Fire 
Protection Agency (NFPA) guidelines.

 There are days when the ambulance is out of service due 
to a lack of staffing. This translates into extended 
response time by other ambulance providers. The 
ambulance is currently being staffed by fire personnel, 
which limits our personnel resources for firefighting. 



WHAT IF MEASURE F 
DOES NOT PASS?

Currently:

Ambulance transport services are provided by the District with a 
coverage area of 35 square miles. This includes the communities of 
Burney and Johnson Park. This service has been provided since the 
District’s inception in 1939.

Fire protection services are provided by the District to cover the 35 
square miles which includes Burney and Johnson Park. Services include 
all types of fires, confined space, traffic accidents, rescue, public assists, 
and public education.

Without the passage of Measure F, the District will 
need to re-evaluate and potentially reduce the current 
services provided to function within fiscal and 
personnel boundaries.



HOW WOULD MEASURE F FUNDS 
BE UTILIZED?

 Measure F funds would be used to maintain and ensure 
adequate staffing of the ambulance and support the necessary 
personnel for firefighting, training, and equipment; including 
maintenance and replacement of necessary apparatus, 
equipment, gear, vehicles, and any related reserves.

 It is estimated that Measure F would provide approximately 
$237,994. in additional revenues. The total Property Tax 
revenues received by the District for the 2023-2024 tax year was 
$441,200.

 Passage of Measure F would provide the District with an 
additional $20,000/month to cover staffing and operational 
expenses.



HOW WOULD PASSAGE OF 
MEASURE F AFFECT MY TAXES?

 The special parcel tax would be imposed on all non-exempt 
parcels of real property in the Burney Fire Protection District 
for each fiscal year, (July 1 and ending the following June 30), 
commencing with fiscal year 2025-2026. The maximum 
amount for each fiscal year shall be based on the use of each 
parcel of taxable property in accordance with the schedule:

Parcel Use Category Total ANNUAL Charge  Calculated Monthly

A. Vacant/Unimproved $30 per year $2.50 per month

B. Single-Family Residential $75 per year $6.25 per month

C. Rural Residential/Improved $192 per year $16.00 per month

D. Multi-Family Residential (2-4 units) $309 per year $25.75 per month

E. Multi-Family Residential (5-9 units) $388 per year $32.33 per month

F. Multi-Family Residential (10+ units) $465 per year $38.75 per month

G. Commercial $546 per year $45.50 per month

H. Industrial $910 per year $75.83 per month

I. Retail (10,000+ square feet) $910 per year $75.83 per month

J. Mobile Home Site $90 per year $7.50 per month



BURNEY FIRE DISTRICT’S 
CURRENT PERSONNEL NEEDS

 Full Time Fire Chief  $80,000 + 40% benefits

 Full Time Firefighter x 2  $67,000 + 40% benefits

 Paid Call Firefighters  $35/incident

 Paid Call EMTs/Paramedic $400 x 365 = $146,000



CAPITAL NEEDS

 Replacement of E-17     $800,000

 Replacement of 517     $800,000

 Replace Station 18 (building and land)                $3,000,000

 Replace water tender 17                                                                         $300,000

 HVAC - station 17                                        $30,000

 



WHY?

 Maintain local control

 Ensure adequate staffing for fire and EMS service requests

 Purchase of required fire and EMS equipment

 Additional funding stays in the fire district



Questions
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